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Phonics Terminology
Phonics - linking letters to sounds. For example c ða ðt

Phonemeðsound

Graphemeðthe written letter representing the sound

Digraphðtwo letters that make one sound, e.g. oi  (special friends)

Trigraph ðthree letters that make one sound, e.g. igh (special friends)

Split digraph ðtwo letters that make one sound that have been split up by a 

different sound in the middle, e.g. o_e

Schwaðwhen you say ôuhõ at the end of a sound ðwe donõt do this! We just say 

the pure sounds.



How is your child taught phonics?

http://www.letters -and-sounds.com/

Phonics scheme Nursery to Year 2 follow

The whole class is taught together five times a week from 

Reception to Year 2. Interventions in the afternoons.

Around one new sound/phoneme introduced each day.

Actions, songs, interactive games, visuals and repetition used 

to embed the sounds. Jolly phonics (song and visuals)

https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=TI -pfeaErY4

Jolly phonics sounds and actions ðparticularly used in EYFS

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TI-pfeaErY4


Phonics lessons

Recap        

Introduce

Teach

Practise

Apply

Assess

https:// www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources

Games used frequently at school. Some games are free to 

use at home.

Buried Treasure ðphonics play

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources


Phonics lessons - Reception
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Phonics lessons ðYear 1
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Phonics lessons ðYear 2
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Phonics lessons ðYear 2

Choosing the right ôorõ sound for different words.

Sound buttons used.



First steps when learning to read

Segmenting ïsounding the word out/breaking the word up.

Blending ïputting the sounds together.

d o g

Sound buttons



Tricky words ðwords that canõt be sounded out

Reception ïphases 2 and 3               Year 1 ïphases 4 and 5



Nursery ðphase 1

- showing awareness of rhyme and alliteration 

-distinguishing between sounds in the environment and phonemes 

-exploring and experimenting with sounds and words

-beginning to orally segment and blend phonemes

http:// www.letters -and-sounds.com/phase-1.html

Lots more ideas on the letters and sounds website.

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-1.html


Reception ðphase 2
Set 1: s, a, t, p

Set 2: i, n, m, d

Set 3: g, o, c, k

Set 4: ck, e, u, r

Set 5: h, b, f, ff , l, ll , ss

-understanding that words are constructed from phonemes and phonemes are represented 

by graphemes.

-blending for reading and segmenting for spelling simple cvc words (consonant vowel 

consonant, e.g. man, dog, hat)

- phase 2 tricky words 


