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Charging Policy
Introduction
At Allfarthing we recognise the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional
activities including trips, clubs and residential experiences can make towards pupils’
education. We aim to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and balanced
curriculum.
We believe that all pupils should have an equal opportunity to benefit from these activities
and visits, curricular and extra curricular, independent of their parents/carers’ financial
means. This policy describes how we will do our best to ensure a good range of visits and
activities is offered, whilst trying to minimise the financial barriers which may prevent some
pupils taking full advantage of the opportunities.

Residential Visits
At the start of the academic year an expression of interest and a non-refundable deposit will
initially be sought in order to determine the potential costs involved and whether the visit
will be able to go ahead.
Information to parents will be given with as much notice as possible so that all parents can
start contributing to the payment plan well in advance to make the cost more manageable.
Individual payment plans will be drawn up as necessary.
Families of children arriving at Allfarthing mid-year will be made aware of this as part of the
routine admission process.
Once the non-refundable deposit, is received, it will therefore be expected that parents are
willing to make the contribution required as well as the fee for board and lodging.
In accordance with section 452 of the Education Act 1996, parents of children attending
residential visits will be charged for board and lodging (the charge will not exceed the actual
costs.)
For parents of children eligible for pupil premium or those who can prove that they are in
receipt of a qualifying benefit; the school will make a contribution of 55% of the cost, as
agreed by Governors, towards the cost of board and lodging for the residential visit, the
qualifying benefits are:
• Income support
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance
• Pension Tax Credit
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• Child Tax Credit provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and meets all criteria
(as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs).
All staff costs as well as cover costs whilst members of staff are away supporting residential
visits will be met from school funds. These costs are not part of the final cost requirements
from parents. Staff will be entitled to 1 day off time off in lieu in respect of attending the
school journey.
Where insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund a residential visit and the
shortfall cannot be made up, the visit may have to be cancelled.
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Voluntary Contributions for Educational trips/visits
Where the school cannot levy charges, and it is not possible to make these additional
activities within the resources ordinarily available to the school, the school may request or
invite parents to make a contribution towards the cost of the trip. Pupils will not be treated
differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution in
response to the request or invitation. However, where there are not enough voluntary
contributions to make the activity possible, then it may need to be cancelled.
The PTA contributes to school trips and workshops for all year groups (see separate
guidance). These contributions will be deducted from the costs of the trips and contributions
sought for the remaining costs.
Swimming
We will ask for voluntary contributions towards the cost of the hire of the swimming pool
only.
School Lunches
School meals are required to be paid in advance through the schools online payment system.
Parents who accrue arrears of more than 2 weeks dinner money will be required to supply
packed lunches for their child until the arrears are cleared, unless a payment plan is agreed
and adhered to.
Damage/Loss to Property
A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of property (including
premises, furniture, equipment, books or materials) belonging to a third party, where the
cost has been recharged to the school. The charge to be the cost of replacement or repair,
or such lower cost as the Headteacher may decide.
Lettings
Please see separate lettings policy.
Instrumental Music
The school will purchase instruments and hire them to the pupils. Children will only be able
to learn one instrument, due to the capacity of teaching timetable.
Parents will be asked about willingness to pay and support their child before the audition,
and will sign to accept responsibility for the instruments, agreeing to pay for any necessary
repair and to return it to the school. Payment for lesson tuition will be required every term
in advance.
Children eligible for pupil premium or those whose parents are in receipt of qualifying
benefits will be eligible for assistance with the cost of their child’s lessons on production of
documentary evidence to support their claim.
 Income support
 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance
 Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
 Pension Tax Credit
 Child Tax Credit provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and meets all
criteria (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs).
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The school’s contribution towards the cost of instruction/hire of instruments will be on a
variable rate according to budget constraints. The rate will be decided annually by the
school.
School trips and visits will be arranged around the instrumental lessons wherever possible
but when unavoidable the lessons will be given on a different day or a refund arranged.
Parents will be expected to pay for entry to any External Examinations and for an
accompanist.
After school clubs
All after school clubs run by the school are charged at £5 per session. Pupils in receipt of
pupil premium funding or entitled to free school meals will have the cost of clubs reduced to
£1 per session. Tutoring sessions are charged at £12 per session; concessions given to pupils
who receive pupil premium funding or entitled to free school meals.
Nursery fees
Due to changes in funding of nursery places in Wandsworth we are now only funded for part
time places. Parents can request a full-time place and can pay the additional charge of £25
per session or use the governments 30 hour childcare voucher scheme (lunches will be
charged for separately). Payments are expected to be paid termly in advance or monthly by
arrangement. Childcare vouchers are accepted.
Other charges
The Headteacher, Finance Committee or Governing Body may levy charges for miscellaneous
services up to the cost of providing such services as follows:
 for providing an academic report to support a student’s application to a private
school. (See letter to parents Appendix 1)
 for providing a music report to support a student’s application to a private school.
(See letter to parents Appendix 1)
 for providing a sports report to support a student’s application to a private school.
(See letter to parents Appendix 1)
 for endorsing family passports at a rate of £20 per passport application.
Staff receiving these payments will be done via schools payroll in order for the appropriate
tax and national insurance to be paid.
Refunds
Refunds will not be given in the event of holidays taken during term time or for occasional
sickness.
Remissions Policy
The Headteacher, Finance Committee or Governing Body may remit in full or part charges in
respect of a pupil, if it feels it is reasonable in the circumstances.
The Headteacher, Finance Committee or Governing Body may decide not to levy charges in
respect of a particular activity, if it feels it is reasonable in the circumstances
Approved by the Governing Body on: 27th February 2019
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Appendix 1

Request for Payment for Private School Academic/Sport/Music Report (delete as
appropriate)

Dear Parent / Carer of

We have received a letter from …………………………………………….School
Requesting a report for …………………………………

As soon as we receive the £20 payment for this I will instruct the teacher to send the report.

Yours faithfully

Tom Holmes
Headteacher
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